CONFLICTS IN THE RULZS 1

PLAY: Rfunner on 1st, 1 out, 2-2 count on the
tatter. DBatter swings and nigses for
Strike Three, which lodges in the =zask
of the unpire: a.)} is the batter out?
cr, b.} is the vatter awarded 1lst basze?

5.C9g--fine print: €.05c and 6.09b:
If 2 pitched ball lodges in
the umpire's or catcher's
mzsk or paraphernalia, and
remains cut of play, on a
third strike or fourth ball,
then the batter is entitled
to first base and all runners
advance one base.

‘catcher when first case is

base is occupicd with two

strike is not caugat by tiw

A batter is out when...o tihi

4.

occupied before two ars out

The batter becomes a runner
when...the third strike...1s
not caught, providing fircs
base is unoccunied, or firs:

e -
-

APPROVED RULIIG: The batter is out, and
thg runner is awarded 2nd base. 5.097-Tine
print is designed to award the batterufirst
base only in situations where he legolly
can try to reach first base if the catchar
does not catch the third strike.
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COMFLICTS Il THE RULES

{See #7)

#2

LY

nner on lst is stealing on
the outfield. The runner is
caught by the rightfielder.

the dugout before the runner
to return: a.)} what base is
retouch (tag up at) lst base

the pitch. DBatter hits the ball to
on his way to 3rd, when the ball is
The rightfielder's throw soes inte
gets even back to 2nd in his attemnt
the runner awarded? b.) rmust he
before advancing? and c.) can he

touch and retouch bases while the ball is dead?

CONFLICTING

7.05i-fine print, pg. 2
If a runner is forced
to return to a base
after a catch, he must
retouch his original
base, even though he is
avwarded additional
bagses. ie may retouch
while the ball is dead
and the award is then
made from his original
base.

Cs)

} runner is
awarded 3rd;
runner mast re-—
touch lst base ;
e

RULES

7.10b-App. Rul. 2:
Wwhen the ball is de=d,
runner may return Lo

touch a missed basa ¢r one

he has left after he has
advanced to and touched

a base beyond the oiscsed
base.,

APP. RUL.

is dead.

can touch
and retouch all bases
while the ball

no




CONFLICTS IN THE RULES i3

y

/ It 15 a balk
AN appeal is ,
when. . .the pitcher
not to be ) [
throws or feints from I
interpreted

tlie rubber to an !
as a play or

unocecupied base,
attempted //
except to make a
play

/
_ ~\play (8.05-a) 7
\\\\\‘(7.10) - -

o T =

PLAY:

R+~1 goes to 3rd,
but misses 2nd. R-1
and R=3 now, 2nd
unoceupied. From the
rubber, the piteher
throws to Znd for an
appeal. Is this
a legal play?

e

An appeal 1s \
not a play or an a play or an N

An appeal 1is

attempted play attempted play

regarding regarcing amy
ancther other rule
appeal (&.G., B.0G~a) /
//J,
~———

INTERPRETATION:
PITCHER'S ACTIONS
ARE LEGAL=~NQ
BALK

o3 g

o



COUFLICYy I T.lo RULES 4

PLAY: Bases loaded, 2 outs, tie score, bottom of the 9th inning.
Batter singles to center. Each runner touches his next base,
except the runner from lst base, thinking the single auto-
matically wins the game, cuts across the infield to his dug-
out without touching 2nd. The defense appeals at 2nd base.
Is the runner out, nullifying the winning run? or; is the
game over when the runner from 3rd touches home plate and
the batter—-runner touches lst base?

~ -7
CCURTICTING

aULES

Dule 4.000-—W<C2SITTON E?‘)—- ulo 4.00L-—
A man is not occred if the Wren the uinning o ic
Tunner zivances to hoiie bace scored fu the laat hali-
during 2 »nlay 1in wnlch the thi inning of o resulztion
out 1S~”Fde:..DJ any r.nner came, o L “he last nels
soing forced out. of an ca:“- Lining, as tie

resulst I Soce on o2alls
fule 7.08e—- R e hattin on ney other
Any runrer is put when...ae nlay with The loces full
fnils t0 recch the next dage wiiich o-cc* tam rmomner on
sefore o fielder taygs hio or third to .o
"¢ bose, alter he has been ire shall 2
Torced to advance by reason of oame endo
+ae haitier becoming a runner. Torced ts

souchen

catter-run

Tioet hnca

\
\Y,

APPROVED RULING: The runner is out on appeal for failing to touch
?nd base. The appeal results in a force out for the 3rd out, since
the runner failed to touch a base ta which he was forced., As a re=
sult of the third out being a force ocut, NC runner can score on

the play, and the game continues with the score tied. The phrase
"or any other play" in Rule 4.09b is interpreted to mean on any
play with the bases full &n which an award of lat base to the
batter forces the runner on 3ird base to advance (e.g., a base on
balls, a hit batsman, catcher's interference)}; it is not meant %o
apply to a situation in which the runners have tc beat the ball to

the next base.
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COUFLICTU I THE LUISS S

cLAY: llunner on lst, 1 out. Following the next pitcit to
the tatter, the catcher attempts z pick-off at 1st
base. In cocking his arm +o throw, the catciier hits
the umpire's mask. As a result, his throw goes wild
down the right field line. The runaner winds up at
Jrd base. Is the play allowed to stand the way it
happened? or, is the runner returned to 1lst base
becauge of umpire's interference?

COUFLICTING
RULSS

\z .
Zule 2.00-INTZRILRENCE {(c): Rule 5.09%:
Jmpire's interference The ball lLecenes dead and runners
OCCUTIT..swhen an weplrc advauce one base, or roturn <o
ninders, impedes or their bases, without liability
prevents a catcher's to be nut out, when...the zlase
warow attemptling o wanpire interferes with the
crevent a stolen base. catcher's throw: runners rasurn,

APPROVED HULING: Umpire's interference

should be called and the runner returned
to 1ot base, even thoush this wos not a

catcher's throw uttompling tc nrevent a

stu’on baoe.




CONFLICTS II TIE RUIES #6

274Y: Runner on lst, 2 outs, bottom of the, 9th, score tied 5-5 .
Ratter hits ball out of the park, however, tile runner
from 1lst rounds 2nd and heads Ior the dugcut, or i1s nassed
between 2nd and 3r»d by the batter-runner. In either case,
the third out occeurs before either rinner can score. 202s
the pame continue into the 10th inning tied 5-37 Or, is

the winning run allowed to score to end the geme €-5 in

favor of +the hone tear?

A
de 4.11lc-App. Rul.: Buwle 7.08a-fine print, 2nd zarazrecth:
2 hatter aits a nome run out Less than two ou%, score <ied last
the playing fiesld To win ¢f ninth inning, ranner on Iisss,

.2 game in the last half of - batter hits o ball out of parl Zom

;2 ninth or an extra inning, winning run, the runner on Zirst

%t 1s called out for passing passes second and thinliing <ne hozo

treceding runner. The gane man zutomatically wins tng gazme,

ds izmediately when the winning || cuts across diaznond itoward ai

I is scored, bench -as batter-runner circles
tazses. In this case, *the hase-~
murner would be called out "Ior
abandeoning ais elfors o <ouch %hs
next tase' and rTaiter-runner ter-
mi<tted to coatinue arsund basgz to
mzue his l1ome run valid. I sihere
are two out, hone run would nos
coun<t.

APDPRCVID RULIT With two cuts, both situations

are "TIIE 3LAVS " oand ne runs wowld score; The game
would continue +1eA 5=5, Iule d.;*c—nno. Ruling
assuces the situation ccours with less <hkan %o
duts. With less than two outs in toin si<usztions,
cne rmun would be allowed o score, znd the homne
Tean vourd win 6-5.




COFLICTS IL LS RULES J7  (See #2)

PLAY: Runner on lst base is running on the vitexr. The
muner is around 2nd base and half way to 3rd when
the tatier's line drive is caught by the center
fielder., ZRumner makes no attemrt at z2ll to return
to lst base, and is still between 2nd and 3rd when
the center fielder's throw goes wild past lst base
and out of play. Is the runner awarded 3rd base
or home?
|7
Rule T.0%g-- Zach runner zay Rule 7.05i-fine prin%, 2nd caragrazh:
advance...two bages when...a If a2 rnner is forced ic resurn to
tharowvnt ball goes cut of play. 2 base affer a catch, ne must re-
The ball is dead. Vhen such vouch his original Lase even though,
wild throw is the first play begause of seme ground rule or gsher
hy on infTielder, the vmpire... rile, he ig awarded cdditicnal hezez.
snallbe governed by the nosi- Ee may retouch while frhe t2ll isg
ticn of the nuwmers at the tine dead and the ward is <then maie
The ball was nitched; in all from his origin bage,
¢ctner cases the umpire shall
oe governed by the rositicn of
the runners at the time the
wild throw wes made.
AZFRCVED 2ULING: Zecause the IZly b ’l was causat, the
moaner Zrom 1t never "legally" reached 2ad baze, even

though hc Youched and roundel ite As a resals, is
two-base award is not made Irom ais scgiticn on tae
tasepaths at the tine the wild throw :as made; it is
made instead from his last legally touched base-=1s%,
e would only be awarded 3rd tase. To properly zalke
his award, ne still must comply with all 2aserunning
rales, even thoush thne ball is dead. He would navs o
retouch 2na, retouch i1st, toucn 2nd and vroceesi to i
touch Trd.

é7 oY




CONFLICT #8

PLAY: Runner on 1lst, 1 out, running on a 3=2 pitch, Batter
swings and misses for strike 3; but backswing knocks
the ball ocut of the catcher's glove and catcher is unable
a.) Should the batter be called out an
runner called out for the batters' in-
b.) Should the batter be called out on
strikes, time callad and tha runner returned toe 15t base?®

to make a play:
strikes and the
terference? or,

CONFLICTING

RULES

7.09f==It is interference
by a batter or runner when
any batter ar vminrar whe
has just been put oyt
hinders or impedes any
following play being made
on a runner. Such runner
shall be declared out for
the interference of his
teammate.

6.06c=3rd paragraph--If a
batter strikes at a ball and
mizses and swiinys 50 hard ne
carries the bat all the way
around and in the Umpire's
judgement, unintenticonally hits
the cateher cor the ball in back
of him on the backswing befare
the catcher has securely held
the ball, it shall be called a
strike only (not interference).
The ball will be dead howaver,
and no runner shall advance on
the play.

APPROVED RULING: The batter is cut on strikes, the
ball is dead and the runner returns to 1lst base with

2 outs.

2




CONFLICT #9

FLAY: Bases loaded, no outs. Batter hits ground ball to 3rd.
3rd baseman throws home to force the runner from 3rd.
The catcher then throws to lst base to retire the batter=-
runner, but the batter-runner is hit with thrown ball while
not in the 3' lane and is called out for interference. At
the time of the interference, lst base runner is at 2nd base
and 2nd base runner is at 3rd base, Are R-1 and R-2 allowed

to remain at 2nd and 3rd respectively, or must they return
to theilr original bases?

CONFLICTING
RULES

I

7 )
OFF. INT. - 2.00——If the umpire A.L. Interpretation- 3/14/75== !
declares the batter, batter-ruuner Runner on 3rd base, 1 ocut, Batte:i
Oor a runner oOut ILor interferencs, hits a ground ball to 3rd basemarn,
all other runners shall return to who throws home. Following safse
the last base that was, in the or out call on the 3rd base runner, |
judgement of the umpire, legally the catecher throws to lst baseman:
touched at the time of the inter= but hits batter-runner in the back
farence unless otherwise provided while he is running out of the '
by these rules. (In the event the lane and batter-runner is callec
batter-runner has not reached lst cut for interference. Dces play on;
base, all runners shall return to ird base runner stand, or does he
the base last cccupied at the time return to 3rd base? ANSWER: The
of the pitch. runner on 3rd base is either sale
or out at the plate and the bat:ter-;
runner is out for interference. :
Since the interference was not =i

lst play off the bat, 3rd base
runner does not return o the base

cecupicd at the time &£ the pitsh.
i

A.L. Direective rakes precadence on this play. Sinece tha |
batter-runner's interference was not the first play off the bat,
other runners return to the bases last occupied at the time !
the interference occurred: B~R is out for interference; R=-3 I
is out {(forced at home): R=2 remaineg at Ird and R-]1 remains ar ]
Znd, - 2 outs.
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CONFLICT #10

batter-runner for 2nd out.

PLAY: Runners at lst and 3rd, one ocut. Batter singlas to center.
3rd base runner crosses the plate easily. lst base runner
misses 2nd, and tries for 3rd. Outfielder throw is too late
to get lst base runner at 3rd and he is safe. Cn the throw
to 3rd, the batter-runner tries for 2nd. Following play at
3rd, the 3rd baseman throws to 2nd baseman whe tags out the

2nd baseman now appeals at 2nd base

that the lst base runner missed it and umpire calls the lst

base runner {now on 3rd) out for the 3rd ocut., Dces the 3rd

base runner's run count because he scored before the 3rd cut?

or does the lst base runner being retired at 2nd base result in

a force out for the 3rd out, thus nullifying the run on the plavy?

CONFLICTINé\
RULES

4.,Uva=«0ne run snall be zvored
each time a runner legally adv-
ances to and touches lst,2nd,
3rd and home hase before three
men are put out to end the in-
ning. EXCEPTION: A run is not
scored if the runner advances
to home base during a play in
which the 3rd out is made....
by any runner being forced out.
7.0Be—~However, if a following
runner is put out on a force
play, the forece is removed.

A lOrce can be removed on a runner
originally forced to advance if the
batter-runner is retired on the play,
even after he has reached lst base.
i.e. runner on lst base, one out.
Batter hits shallow fly to right. 1lst
base runner holds halfway to see if

ball will be caught or tropped. Mean-

while, batter-rzunner pulls around lsc

and is also between lst and 2nd. Righct
fielder traps the ball and snac throws

to lst base to retire batter-runner
geing back inte lst base., 1lst hDase
runner (still between lst and 2nd} is
ne lenger in a force situation-i.e.,
defense cannot retire hom oy Touching
2nd base and lst base runner can te
legally safe at lst base i he eludes
rundown and gets back before tag.

£

—

A.L., Interpretation (3/14/75) = While lst base runner is the 3rd out on
appeal for missing 2nd base, the fact that the batter-runner was retired
on the play for the 2nd out eliminared the forece esituation en the lst base
runner, even though he was originally forced to go touch 2nd base at the
time the ball was hit. Since the 3rd out is not a force out the 3rd bhase

runner's run counts.

17‘? +on



CONFLICT #¥11

PLAY: Batter hits a soft pop up near the lst base foul line in
front of the bag., The lst baseman is camped under the
ball when the pitcher obstructs the batter-runner going
te lst base, Ffcllowing the obstruction, the lst baseman
easily catches the ball. Is the batter-runner out or is
he awarded lst base due to the obstruection?

<[
T
CONFLICTING
NTERPRETATIONS

7.06a-~If a play is being made
cn the obstructed runner, or if
the hatter=-runner is cbstructed
before he touches lst base, the
ball is dead and all runners
shall advance, without liability
to be put out to the bases they
wauld have reached, in the Um
pire's judgement, if there

had been no obstruction. The
obstructed runner shall be
awarded at leaast one basebe-
yond the base he had last legally
touched before the obstruction.

N

7.06a—-The theory of the obstructiorn
rules is to have the Umpires use =heir
judgement to make any obstruction sit-
uation the same as Lt most likely
would have been had no obstruction
occurred on this play, The batter
would have popped out to the lst base-
man. Therefore, the obstruction Sid
not hinder the batter-runner iron
reaching lst base safely and he should
be out.

N

be called out on this play.

APPROVED RULING: Even though the batter must be awarded 1
base under a literal interprecation of rule 7.06a, ke shou

Although. 7.06a does not so speciivy,
it is interpratsd rm he applisAd

-
w
-

5
1

A citnarinng in whirh a vurmar

has a chance to be safe by beating the ball to a base.




